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Planting Guide – The following extract is relevant whether your property 

is sewered or uses an on-site sewerage treatment plant or septic tank 

system. 
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For Properties Utilising On-Site Sewerage Treatment Plant Or Septic Tanks: 
 

1. Always keep the top 100mm of the tank lid exposed and above ground level. 

2. Do not cover your tank with anything – we need access to the tank during servicing.  Do not 

cover with pine bark/ furniture/pot plants etc. 

3. Be very selective about the plants you use in the vicinity of the tank, the disposal area and 

the plumbing connection between your house and the tank. 

4. Remember that some trees and plants have roots that can extend significant distances from 

where they are planted – take care in your selection of new plants and pay due regard to the 

location when planting new trees/plants. 
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Suitable Vegetation for Planting of Effluent Disposal Areas 
 

This extract is from the Standards – REFER TO YOUR LOCAL NURSERY/GARDEN SUPPLIES.   

 

Small Trees & Palms 
 

Botanical Name Common Name Height (M) 
 

Acacia Floribunda Gossamer Wattle 2-4 

Acacia Longifolia Sallow Wattle 2-4 

Banksia spp. Banksia Various 

Hakea spp Hakea  

Melaleuca Nesphila Western Tea Myrtle 2-4 

Pittosporum Native Apricot Various 

Palms Dwarf Date Palm  

 Golden Cane Palm  
 

Shrubs 
 

Botanical Name Common Name Height (M) 
 

Abelia x Grandiflora Abelia 2-3 

Acacia Iteaphylla Flinders Ranges Wattle  

Acacia Floribunda Gossamer Wattle 2-4 

Acacia Longifolia Sallow Wattle 2-4 

Cassia Various Various 

Charmelaucium Uncinatum Geraldton Wax 1-2 

Dryandra Formosa Showy Dryandra 1-3 

Eremophila Emu Bush Various 

Grevillea Grevillea 1-3 

Melaleuca Incana Melaleuca  

Melaleuca Thymofolia Melaleuca  

Melaleuca Decussata Cross-Leaves Honey Myrtle 1-2 

Nerium Oleander Oleander Various 

Phormium Tenax New Zealand Flax 2-2.5 

Melaleuca Decussata Flinders Ranges Wattle 2-3 

Hebe Veronica Various 

Hibiscus spp Hibiscus  

Iris Pseudacorus Yellow Flag  

Cyoerus Alternifolius Umbrella Grass 0.5-1 
 

Grasses, Groundcovers, Perennials 
 

Botanical Name Common Name Height (M) 
 

Lomandra Longifolia Lomandra  

Lomandra Histrix Lomandra  

Agapanthus Preaecox Agapanthus  

Ophopogon   

Astor novi-belgii Astor  

Canna x generalis Canna  

Vetiver Vetiver   

Grevillea Poorinda Royal Mantle  

Coprosma Kirkii   

Acanthus Mollis   

 

Your local nursery and garden supplies are the best 

source of information for plants suited to your area – 

ensure that they are aware that they are to be used for 

an effluent irrigation area. 


